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CONFIDENTIAL ALEXANDRIA 0960 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SCUL, EG 
SUBJECT: COPTIC UNREST 

REF: CAIRO 14314 

1 . LOCAL COPT WHOSE BROTHER IN HIGH IN COPTIC HIERARCHY INFORMED 
CONSULATE OFFICER TODAY THAT COPTIC COMMUNITY IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED 
AND IN DISPUTE WITH GOE OVER RECENT GOE CENSUS IN KFAR EL-SHEIK 
WHERE COPTIC TALLY INDICATES THEIR POPULATION TO BE ABOUT FOUR 

TIME WHAT GOE FIGURES ALLEGE. 

2. MORE IMPORTANTLY SOURCE CONFIRMED RUMOR WE FIRST HEARD THIS 
MORNING THAT STARTING YESTERDAY AND CONTINUING THROUGH THURSDAY 
COPTIC CHURCHES IN ALEXANDRIA ARE HOLDING AN AROUND THE CLOCK VIGIL 
AND FAST IN THEIR CHURCHES TO DEMONSTRATE OPPOSTION TO RECENT AND 
PROPOSED CHANGES IN EGYPTIAN LAW WHICH BRING IT MORE INTO LINE WITH 
ISLAMCI RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE. IN ADDITION HE REPORTS ONGOING MEETINGS 
AT HIGHEST LEVEL OF COPTIC CHURCH TO DEVELOP COUNTER STRATEGY 

TO ABOVE. 

3. CONCERNING 1856 LAW (REFTEL) ANOTHER LEADING COPT RECENTLY 
RELATED TO CONSULATE OFFICER AMAZING SPEED AND RAPIDITY WITH 
WHICH MOSQUES CAN APPEAR WHEREEVER COPTIC COMMUNITY GET INTO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SPECIFICS ABOUT LOCATION OF NEW CHURCHES. 

4. WE WILL SEEK ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON ABOVE POINTS, BUT GIVEN 
NERVOUSNESS OF COPTIC COMMUNITY WE PLAN PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY. 

CHASE 
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